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God ſhall enlarge Japheth, and be all auen 
1 3 in * Tents of Sbem. 5 * 


_ \HESE Words are a prediction ofthe Purriarch 

| Noah, a preacher of righteouſneſs, wh ſaw the 
| old and was the father of the new world; whom 

| God: ſaved from the deluge, with his family, by the ark, 
which he prepared through faith, at God's warning. And 
after Noah with his family were come forth of the ark, 
God entered into covenant with him and his ſeed after him; 
and with every living creature, v. 9, 10, of the context; 
and gave him a token of this covenant, the bow in the 
cloud, that is often exhibited before our eyes, as a ſtand- 
ing demonſtration of the continuance: of that covenant - 
with Noah, his ſeed and all creatures in relation to him, as 
the father of the new world. When theſe things were ac- 
compliſhed, Noah entered upon a new ſcene of huſbandry, 
planted a vineyard, and drank of the wine, and was drunken; 
whether this was through ignorance of its intoxigating 
nature, or to let us ſee the infirmities of the beſt men, 
we are not informed; moſt likely it was his ignoraticg;s 
. the worn * to _ an huſbandu n,. 


* 


. | 1 4) ty - . 
do think. Jo this ſtate of intoxication, Ran diſcovers hi 5 
_ father's nakednefs, which he tells to his brethren, as one 
that had no religious veneration for his father, whoſe in- 
--firmity he ought to have concealed or. covered, in which 
TTT 
and 2 very temper, 3 
: — — nakedneſs-; an example Ro of 
_ - - Imitation by all pious children, the reward of which ſoon 
riſes in fight, as follows, when Noah awaking from his 
wine, and knowing what his younger ſon Ham had dane 
to Him, he pronopnces a curſe on his ſeed, that has long 
fince taken plate; and then proceeds to to fay * bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Shem,“ in which-he plainly ſpeaks out 
the covenant relation of God with the line of Shem, in the 
" family of Abraham, in whoſe family God's church ſhould 
be continued, as their God, with Shem's f uperiority over 
... Canaan. He then utters the prediction in our text, 
| God ſhall enlarge, or, as in the margin, perfwade, Japheth, 
and he ſhall dwell in the tents of Shen Here it appears, 
that holy Noah, knowing that God had eſtabliſhed his 
_ + Covenant with him and his ſeed as above, - ſpake as holy 
men were wont to do, being moved by the holy Ghoſt ; 
and foreſeeing the continuance of the church in the line 
of Stem, and in the family of Abraham, with the cove- 
nant rglation' which ſhould be afrerwards ſealed to Abra- 
ham and his-ſeed, by the token of cireumeiſion, as the ſeal 
„ of the righteouſneſs of that faith which. conſtituted 
„ Abraham. the father of all them that beliexe, and heir of 
the world. Rom..iv,:11, 13. Who ſhould, in this manner 
take poſſeſſion of the covenant, as heir in behalf of all 
.. believers through the world, both of jews and Gentiles. 
With this prophetic view Noah ſays, bleſſed. be the Lord 
God of Shem Then, by the ſame prophetic ſpirit, fore- 
' Teeing that in goſpel times, Japhethis poſterity ſhould 
be taken into the ſame covenant relation 15 God with that 
of the poſterity of Shem, and ſealed with the ſeal of the 
ſame righteon neſs of faith wy ptiſm, he declares as in our 
. * God ſhall enlarge“ de © Japheth, and he 


ere in dhe tente of * Shem,” n.. 


1 0 8 ». os | 
Saal be b. to of the ſame: covenant. relation 
to God, as his God, and the God: of his ſeed; and: ſealed 
with the goſpel ſeal of the ſame righteouſneſs: of faith. 
with Abraham and his ſeed, by incorporation or ö 
into the ſame body, or ſtock, with the church in Shem's 
line of Abraham's ſeed. In this view, the-words of our 
text are juſtly io be conſidered, as a ſure declaration, that 
in ſome future period, the poſterity of Japheth ſhould be 
brought into the ſame covenant relation to God, as their 
God. and the God of their ſeed, which actually took place 
in the family of Abraham of the line of Shem. In this 
manner baving opened the way for a fair view of 5 
5 ee eee in our text, we ſhall proceed, 


I. To ſhew what is to be underſtood by the * 
them in which the poſterity of Japheth ſhall dwell. 


I. Point out when God did, in a ſpecial manger, 
begin the accampliſhment of this prediction in our 
text, of Japheth's dwelling in che rents of Shem. 


ut k h s 
eee 


- . Notice how. God has aftually hs L 
prediction in the text; and F 
one 0 find himſelf dwelling in cheſe tents. | 


5 5 — thartiny riſe in che; winds 
of ſome, againſt what is ſaid ; aud then rd (om 


/ ome reflegions, by way of 'Lapprovemenc.” 


& I amrothew what is to be underſtood by the 0 

 Shem, in which the poſterity of Japheth ſhall dwell. 
nuf Negatively, what can't be underſtood by them. 
1. Here it cannot be underſtood, that theſe tents of Shem 
were the very land of Canaan, or fame habitations in 
which Abraham's ſeed dwelt, nor any of thoſe outward 3 


bleſſings. that were. comprized in «heir dwelling in the 
rthly Canaan, which was iypical of the . == 


; — prieſthood and ceremonies, ihat gre vaniſhed | 
| Abraham's poſterity, I ſuppoſe, will not be underſtood by 
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of chat« nation, nor -yet-the MMflic © | 


away, as Heb: viii. 13. Theſe ſorementioned privileges of 


any ſober enquirer, as Shem's tears, . * N W D 4 
ſhall dwell under the goſpel, Þ | 


2. Theſe rents can't be underſtood 22 a'corenint A 
privileges entirely new, or in oppoſition to Abraham's 


_ covenant and privileges, that took place in the goſpel 
day, as ſome may. have been almoſt ready to imagine: For 


this is moſt evident, on fuch a ſuppoſition of an entirely 
new covenant, in the goſpel day, it could not be conſiſtent 
with common language, ſenſe, or truth, to call thefe privis 
leges of ſuch a new covenant, Shem's tents, that he never 


yet once owned, or dwelt in; no, nor at this day, do his 


poſterity as a people, own ; but utterly refuſe by unbelief, 
are broken off from their own ſtock; into which the Gen- 
riles a are grafted, as Paul bath it. Now, how can this 

conſiſt with there being new rents erected, where they 
never dwelt? nor, as a people, yet once acknowledged 
for their dwellings * or tents ? This way of reaſoning 
among Chriſtians is to ſacreaſe the. ſtumbling blocks 


in the way of Shem's blinded . poſterity, and agrees not to 


*. the prophet, malte up the ſtumbling block out of 
e way of my people, Jai, Ivii, 14. Thus much nega- 
tively, ly, what is not to be underſtood by! Shew 8 Wat, in 


| which” Japheth an en. Las 1 908 15% 


' Secondly, Waren 1 am oh Hana Yor to ” bis ander- 


| flood by theſe tents of Sbem. And by theſe tents, as in a 


metaphor, the religious covenant priviſeges of God's peo- 


ple are to be underſtood, which were firſt opened to and 


enjoyed by the ſeed of Sbem, in the line of Abraham, and - 


in alluſion to the cuſtom of that age and time, and particu- 


lar practice of thoſe ancient Patriarchs of the ſeed of 


Shem, who were wont to dwell in tents, or tabernacles, as 


ſpeaketh the Apoſtle of Abraham, . By faith he ſojourned 


 * in the land of promiſe, as in a ſtrange country, dwelling 
7 * ä * 2 9 9 


® of 


al Fe — Hebe. 2 93 It is with kefcfende 
to the ſpecial religious and covenant privileges” enjoyed in 


theſe tents, that why? are called cents of Shem, in diſtinc- 
tion from thoſe of the gentile nations, that are called tents 
of wiclcedneſs, where no ſuch covenant and privileges 


were enjoyed. This will riſe in elear view, if we obſerve 
how God did open and confirm his covenant with Abra- 


ham and his ſeed; who were of the line of Shem; faying, 
2 in thee ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed.“ 


Gen. xii- 3. And Abraham is encouraged with this, 
Fear not, I am thy exceeding great reward. chap. xv. 1. 
And ver. 18. the land of Canaan is promiſed, and in the 


with chapter of, Geneſis we have God conſirming this 


of circumciſion to it. In this covenant we find not only 
large earthly bleſſings and privileges, but theſe words of 
God, As for me, behold my covenant is with thee, and 
A thou ſhalt be a father of many nations,” ver. 4. And 


again, For a father of many:nations have I made thee,” | 
ver. 5. And ſee the Apoſtle Paul applying this very text 
to the believing Romans, in goſpel times, Rom. iv. 16, 17. 


Further, God ſays to Abraham, And I will eſtabliſh my 

_ « covenant between me and, thee, and thy ſeed after * 
in their generations, for an everlaſting covenant, to be 
« God unto thee, and thy ſeed after. thee,” ver. 7. 


Again, and J will be their God, ver. 8, Now, if we 


compare theſe promiſes with the new covenant promiſes 


under the Goſpel, © I will put my laws into their mind 


« and write them in-their hearts: and I will be.to them 
4 4 God, and they ſhall be to me a people.” Heb. viii. 10. 
Here we ſee the ſame covenant privileges, or tents of 
grace for Shem in Abraham's day, that were ſpread our 
in Paul's time; although there be ſome difference in the 
words, yet there is not in the ſenſe, with regard to the gra- 
cious nature or tenor of them; for the expreſſion is as full, 


with relation to God's being the God of Abraham, and his 


ſeed, as it is when he ſaith, I will he to them à God, and 
| they ſhall be to me a people; ſee, almolt the very ſame 


Expreſſion * him that overcometh, 9 = 


t with Abrabam, and annexing the ſeal or token ä 
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. number, and the ot 


the covenant with Abraham, as Moſes ſaith,“ the 


thy God will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of 


thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart. 
Deut, xxx. 6. Here let three things be aoticed concerning 


Firſt, That what God did to Ifrael, when he brought 


them out of Egypt into Canaan, and ſet up his tabernacſe 


or tent among them, and renewed his covenant with them, 


as we fee it expreſſed, © T will ſet my tabernacle amongſt 


« you, and my foul ſhall not abhor yoo, and I will walk 
among you, and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 


people, Lev. xxvi. 11, 12, this was done to fulfil 


God's covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, as we 
ſec it exprefſed,'* Aud I will rake you to me for a people, 


« atid 1 will be to you a God; and ye ſhall know, that 


am the Lord your God. I will bring you in unto the 
land, concerning the which I did ſwear to give it, to 
« Abraham, to Ifaac, and ro Jacob,” Exod. vi. 7, 8. Thus 
we ſee all this is done on the bottom of Abraham's cove- 


nant, and this is further expreſſed, Deut. xiv. 2. 


A Second thing, that we would notice, is this, that Chriſt, | 
and goſpel deliverance from enemies, is referred to this 
| covenant with Abraham, as expreſſed by Mary and Zacha- 


rias. See Mary thus. ſpeaking, He hath holpen his 


* feryant Iſrael, in remembrance of his mercy ; as he ſpake 
* to our fathers, to Abraham, and his ſeed forever.” _ 
Luke i. 54, 55. And this is further expreſſed by Zacha- 


rias, © To perfarm the. merey promiſed to our fathers, 
„aud to remember his bely covenant; the oath. which 


went be his God,” Rev. xii. 7. 
Js: there any variation in the proper extent of that pro- 
miſe, and } will be their God,” Gen. xvii. 8. And I 
. will be his God,“ Rev. — 7 ? Only one is in the ſin- 
d. the new covenant engaged, on God's part, I will put 
my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts. 
This is fully implied in, I will be a God unto thee and thy 
feed after thee, and exprefled in the courſe r r- 


h 
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Apöſtle Paul claims for-belic bert under IE A 
theihesthen nations ; ſee Wat Heſarls, © Know: — 1 1 

« fore ther eye nich ue 'offuthfthe ſale are Ihe chile 
N e ee ture ſoreſecing tak 
wösſd juſtify-'the hewthrawgti/faith; pret 2 

„ efoe 9 unt Abraham fn ſaying) in dee {TY 
« a] nations'be bleſſed,” he thet#raws'th nee; 
„o thenwey Which" be ö fünkrare bleſſed! withifaithe 
fel Abba Gu i 899.0 Le Bw thows ik. 
| . eee bitgren and as ſuch have hig 
ſoreſight of he Scripiöres. > Again Faul fach. 
"Chriſt's; then öré ye Abi sham's feed, a 
2 bets encoding tothe. promiſe GAH 29. ' Again, 
H thesſame Apoſtle, de then brethren,” we ate not 
v etjjldrew of the bond woman, but of the ſte!” Ga, 15. gi, - 
— m raden doe. 


| of CITE his ed, of the line of Vers 5 | 0 
view we find theie tents of Shem to be indeed ihe tent . 


of grace in the- Abwahm If chere is any ſuen 
thing ag a; eee of grace. in the Bible, or vents of. 
grace in the goſpel, they are to be. ſound in the promiſes, 


Priviieges, and. bleſſing s of the dee, made with, Abra 

n, and his feed, "Lo Weh the el. red writers of. fibe. 
| New-Tefſtdinenj/\fo often iÞþeal; that ebe goſpel, 1 us 

J ſupen publication, , is Gut a a cob fr mation or accompliſhment. 

of ie Fowiles fade to th fathers,” Rom." xv. 8. Treas 
bating clEirly" Aſcopefed, in rhe'coyfhant with ABrahaii, 
: - the'ſeed of Shem, whit we ae” to vhderftand by the 
| . Shem ;' "which" ty 8 appear” to de the tetts dr 
in which yo eel affures us Japheth alf — 2 2• 


We r oY h vhs He toi — 
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(hiſs Tenth of Sherk before japheth came to dy 
| 'here we find; at in theſe kenes of Sdem in AGE 
im's fine, chifiren even of eight 1 were admirred 
to dwell, as we ſee it expreſſed. This is 'my'covenany, 
* which;ye ſhall keep berween me and yqu, and thy feed 
v after thee; every man child among you ſhall. be circum». 
* ciſed.. Aud ye ſhall circumeiſe the fleſh; of your fore- 
« ſkin, and it ſhall. be token of the covenant, ' betwixt 
me and you, And he. 4hat is eight days old ſhall be 
* circumciſed among you.” Gen, xvii..10, 11, 12. And 
the uncircumciſed, man-child, whoſe ficlh of his foreſkin 
« js not circumciſed, that ſoul ſhall be cut off from his 
people: he hath broken my covenant,” Gen. xvii. 14. 
See alſo Deut. Xxix. 10, and ou, this matter fully, com- 
| Prizediin that covenant which God made with. Iſrael, that 
took in Every age and rank of perſons, expreſly, to be a 
people unto himſelf; and that he might be their God. 
And all this to fulfil his vath to Abraham, Iſaac, and-Jacob, 
as we ſee in v, i 3. Hence we may lift up our eyes and ſee in 
theſe tents of Shem, parents with their children bearing the 
token of the covenant, at God's command, and. not allowed 
to be reckoned with God's people, but cut off from them as 
covenant breakers,if not receiving theroken of the covenant 


in their fleſh. Thus we are certain, beyond diſpute, that 


before Japheth came to dwell in theſe tents of Shem, 
Jun and their infant ſeed dwelt here. But, 


II. We were to point out, when God did, in a ſpecial 
manner, begin the accompliſhment of this prediction 
in our text, of Japheth's dwelling in the rents of Shem. 


This, moſt evidently, began in the Apoſtolic age, when 
* did, by the preaching of the Apoſtles, gather many 
"churches from among the Gentiles; as recorded in the 

Acts of the Apoſtles. An inſtance of this we have in 
the converſion of Cornelius, a Roman officer, and his 
friends, who ſeem evidently to come from je — where 
Japheth's poſterity dwell, Acts xv. 1 es ſaith, 
Simeon hath declared how God at rſt did Tilit the 


« a people for his . 


his 
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this manner, we may calily ind by the e when 
the, prediction in our text did, in a 77 7 or 

G begin to be accampl? bed. 
da in the Apoltle's ; days, even 


IN 
underſt; 
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1. We are to ſpeak ſome ing tering lune 


coming into and mme in theſe 
1. Thieketiaith of ic it appears as it isan n pid predifiion, 
© he ſhalf dwell in the tents Wes of Shem ;” in this cer bier d 
reſembles, that divine faying of our Lord, „All chat the 


« Father” giveth me ſhall come to me. ” John vi, 37. 
There is 2 toom left us to doubt of the accompliſhment ; 


although it did tarry long. even more than two thouſatd 


years, before jr 185. it any conſiderable degree to bring 


forth, yet has the detree proved certain, in the eyent; 
for nden unto God are all his works, from the þ 
„ning of the world.” Acts xv. 18; as faith the Ar 
in re erence to the call of the Gentiles, | « And hath He 


« ſpoket, and ſhall He not make jt good 2? Numb. xxiii. 


19. In this light, 38 a moſt . certain prediction. our text 


ought to be viewed, by; all that own. the. Chriſtian name. | 


2. We ſhall "inguige te dds manper, of. 


coming;;inio: theſe; tents; of. Sbem rs en atugnd 
1. This coming to dwell in the tents of Mint u wie 


tioned by tha Apoſtle; under the view of an 


mio; the.. Jewiſh Church, is Yrs language, Le | Wherefore : 


s cemember, „ 
* 3 


9 „in a_woſt furprizing wagner, : 

10 * and Fo 5 5 of the Gentiles, 
rejected of the Jews, W 10 the Gentiles... They were 8 
* glad and glorißed the word, of the Lord: And as mapy. 
48 were qrdained to eternal life, believed.” ” Ads xiii. 48% _ 


And the ſpecd may 
Lag $a 


parts Where Japheth's ſeed muſt evidentiy 44 
confirms, this beyond W with L bega, and 


- 4M, who-are Ad cee | tht wii 
« ® called the citcumeiſion i in the fleſh made y Hapds k 
42 thar tim“. ye were with5ur thi being Ne no 
© the common wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the 
0 covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and without 
4G in the world Bag now, in Chriſt” ſeſus, ye who 
9 ſometimes were far of; arg m made vigh-by the” blobd of 
* Chriſt. For he is our peace,” who hith made beth one, 
and hat h broken donn the 'MmijJdle wall of parcition bes 
« tween us; having aboliſned in his fleſn the enmity. even 
« the law' of .commaridmems, contained in brdinanes „ for 
4 to make in himſelf” of twain, one new map. fo'n ing 
« peace; and that he might reconciſe both uhto God, in 
One body by the crofs; haying ſlain the "etimity 5 
And came and preached peace | to you, which were' 
« off, and to them that were nizh;* Fot thröugh him 
both have an acceſs by one pit i unſo the Father. Nb v 
* therefore. ye are no more ſttengers, and foreigners, but 
« fel] »w citiz-1s wich the ieee the  hoyihold of 
God." ” Eph. ii. i i to 19 urcher how this is expreſſed, 
That the Gentiles "hol be fellow- heirs, and of the 
1 ſame bod) and 0 0 of. 4h promiſe, in Chriſt „by 


* the goſpel.” E «lid, 6; Here W the Gentile 
? apron by believing anc recti viog i e wo brought 
ſuch an 85 oration, oo union, * coyenaat 
990 of Sgem po terity, which ee * 


cifion, that "Key are. 2995 m4 © on ew mia; are 
of the ſame body, ci IzZens of the ame Lo: #9: 42 
the ſam e hou A Toh ow heirs and pargakers of. his promiſe 
in Chit bythe, go pel. An PAS e 175 o reaſon, 
as the Ap poſtle doth, « Tr"; Je. 10 5 are 5 
Abr ad ee and lein 4 acc 1 Ov ply e; promi 
Sal. iii. oy In this in Ng we find betet on f the 
Grntile ſtack, by. incorporation with" Shew's poſterity. 
brought into theſe tenis of Stem, aud duelling in them. 
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ode tee, s Shemꝰr poſtericy, 
me into. and dwelling in the 
— — 9 in to Joel I | 


| Shetn's tents und- v 
ternal adminiſtration of ſeals; for tg the ſame chi 


there (HM, unſess God hae ut tem eue by ſeme & 


t heGentiles are 1555 


e dragcher of tHiir «6 


rie; ergy t Pauf faifh, «IF the fre rae a hl, mY 
ee Eddy: atid if che vobt be holy, 10 37e 18 
A btanches. And iFTonie* 6f te branches be broken oft. 


*und 2 wy ohve tree, wert graffed in 

ner Vin them partalteſt: of the” root and fat 
«of Ad eb eee ln ivy ag . | 
ſee the prifred Gentiles; of Ja . Sole er 
Reime e, partake of the fame r end Ritdcls f 
d e we ſee Tate 
tentd "of Shem 1 


view of the manner De 
theſe tents of Se m. 
t öbſetwe, that 


— poration ch Id „ it is 


Aae holeep; ien tete — — mr 


nom as in Shem's ond Abraham dee und ui de to the 
end of the word.: builr on the ſame covenant profiliſes." 84 
— oy cmiag into theſe t 
Shem plainly ſuppoſes, and our ws; folly points ou 

2 prediction ot what ſhould be after'a ccotnþlithed? in Ter 
church of God. Hence it evidently follows, that if chit 
dreng: were by divitie"edmmind; #dimitted; into: theſe tenth 
of Shem, as moſt cerivinIyichey-were; then they muff be 


order, which r dare pretend. 
rr '# I} 24 iy ** wol 
Now, for us cf Japheih? $ "polferny. 10, ſe lea gave out qur 
children | from [theſe {ents of Sh m. h h 
905 weg eb Hip has broughe 
en'in, "without" bie 5 direction, in fo grea 2 
2nd To contrary. to th Ar ok the cuvenan 
ih 1 1e goſpel. a ae 
The are ol th he redit tion, in text, that Jap 
t eff in The k ots ol 6 Koa Ke 55 
wier, for any! mere mad, without Fe 40 Rage 
. Can it be true, or poſſible, chat -Japherh/ſhall uns 


Fertainly dwell. in the tents of Shem, , according to ine 
2 at lle. ſame time, Mben chis 


prediction 


2 
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—— bab e * avs. K 
4Which. is igdeed the. ings can, 
of Abraham are ge 


— 40 dwell. begin 
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the matter, we Gall this abſucdity, that when 
eth is come to dwell in the tents of Shem, he truly has 
Ipheth, and all this is ground: 
cal on 8 miſtak en oanſirudtion of the Scriptores, about tha 
dew coxenant, principally ſuunded on Hb. viii. 6. to . 
god 13. quoted from, Jer. xai. chap. Wrongly applying 
N that is 10 be vacsted. to the covenant.ang | 
ee e. to Abraham and his ſeed. when ii 
plajaly points out another coregant, made. with Iſracl. ig 
coming om key pt, which was the legal adminiſtration: of | 
the Mace difbenrioo, + in the form of a concnant ; fos 
thus the Apoſtle ſaich on this occafion:: * Not according 
to the covenant that I mide wich, their fathers, in the day 
* when I took them by the hand, to lead them out of the 
2 Jang Eg ye. Heb. viii. 9. Thus it appears, that 
Abraham's covenant could not be intended, for that was 
ade long before this time. And ſee this further magifeſt 
by comparing ver. 1 3, which runs thus,“ Ia that he ſaith, 
* a,peW-covenant, he hath made the firſt old. Now that 
« which decayeth, and waxeth old. is ready to yaniſh away? 
Now let this be viewed in connection with what the 
Apoſtle faith of the covenant, made with Abraham, and 
it Will appear impoſſible, he ſhould mean, or intend, that 
covenant was ready to vaniſh away, or a new one take its 
See his words, © And this I fay, that the covenamt 
« that was confirmed before of God in Chriſt, the Jaw, 


« which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
_ « Jifanpul, that it ſhould make the promiſe of none effeQ.” 
Gal. iii. 47. And this is further cleared from the Prophet's 
wards, lu that day will | raiſe up>the tabernacle of David 
that is fallen, and cloſe ap the breaches thereof, and L will 


* 0570008 his ruins, and I will 2 


ewe the Apoſtlc — as ar — 
pe 2255 555 1 
Acts xv, 18 17 1 -<odchuiots is evident Ain 
the covenant” made with Abraham aud after; ch 6 
t David, is hot taken away, bm "raiſed and eloſud i 


and the Geutiles xithered into it i Shem ten. op 


n $6 Wit ü NM 
Bot fill dope die matter further out — 
Abraham's covenant is not vacated, or referred to 68. the 

old covenant,” Heb. vii. 6. and on; let the Apolile ſpeak, 

and he ſaith, Then verily the firſt eovenant- had al 

* 'ordinances* of divine ſetviee, and a worldly- fanQuary;? 

Heb. ix 1; Theſe, with the following words, ſully declare 

that it was the Mofaicicovenant which the poſtie referred 

to, that verily had the worldly ſapRuary, and not that of 

Abraham which had the token of cireumcei 

to if. Thus we are led to s certainty, what was-calle 

the firſt and old covenant, and was ready to vaniſh; away, 

even that which had a worldly ſanctuary, which was the 

Moſaic, or Old · Teſtament adminiſtration, in the ſorm of 

© covenant; with all the ceremonies and prieſthond be- 


longing thereto; and is pointed at in theſe ſeveral places, 


Heb. vii. 12, 18. 19. and vill. 5. 2 Cor. iii 7-40 14) Thus 


| having! found; that it was Moſes's covenant,» which has 


waxed" old and vaniſed away, as a-ſhadow; agreable to 
its nature, as ſpeakeih the Apoſtle, For 
* 2 ſhadow of good things o come, and not the very — 
of che things, can bever. with thoſe ſacrifices which they 
3 year by year continually, make the comers therc· 


15 he, 46, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh 
. ® away the firſt, that he may eſtabl-ſh-rhe ſecond. Thefe 

words tell us, what is taken away, *tis the law of ſacrifices, 
und ceremonies, as ſhxdows that did not perfect rhe comers 
thereio, ory 

were Chriſt, and — golpel AY and the ground 
e at ad of diſpenſation which w 


— For then would they not have ceaſed t 
— — Heb x. 1, 2. See again ver. 9. Then 


28 ſhadows of g601 Wings to come, which 
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bs the It eαEe Hence Lmayiibe ſute that Abra- 
ham*s covenant has not been vacared, or removed, by the 


dining uf Tfriſt or tie gbfpet, butiehnüürmod. t belng 
moſt cette, 'thar Cnriſt, wirh: all goſpel- bleſſings, were 
contained i Abraham 's covenant, .agreable to many paſe 
Ses of Svripture alreadyimentioned> Amd. what a Grit 
Hubi further determines it.. Abraham rejbiced to ſeemy 
=day; agd he ſaw it, and was: glad.“ John vii. 56. Age 
we ſind the Apoſtle: 'Pauk(whoivjudgetto — 
of the epiſtle to. che Hebrews): collecting the rigſus and 
of Gentile Ohriſtiaus from the promiſes madd 
to Abraham, and proceeding” in His argument, ſpeaketk 
in this miner. The Seripture foroſeting that Gd 
*/would juſtity the Hesthen through faith. presche ! bes 
fore the goſpel unto Abraham; faying, in the fhall AH 
© nations be bleſſcd.“ Geis. Nov it: cannot be 
thought, that the actual accompliſſimenc- of theſe very 
promiſes, made to A ram in the coming 10f e 
of the gofpeſ Juſtifying the: Heathen through 
faith (n which' Abraham rejoiced) were mdeed the vaniſh- 
ing achay of that cdvenanij tiere thele promi ſes are found 
This is in itſelf fo great a contradiction, ant mixes Paul 
to deſtroy bur. in the epiſtle to the H bre ws, uiii hebe had 
bin in nis epiſtle to the Galatians, that none but either 
bo rr (oratide} mind, wilb be diſpoſcibro admit ĩt: 
americas 956, & 1 2 0574 Uo rifs uo * 
Feiler. we are aſſuted nom the Scrip'ures, that gie - 
comeiſßteo wos vor of; Maſes, whole. covenant admigiltza» 
tion; is-yaniſhed away under che goſpet z,bus ofthe fathers: 
Therefore we conclude, that Shem's/tenis,..1a-theſe.cover 
nant privileges, ſecuted 40 zAbjahamapd, his ſeed, and 
ciccumc ware vet ſtanding, in their full 
thy and all the 0 


RY {awe are = A hb bf Ababa 


. OI Philp. iii g. Nom, can we he. 
the ebjldren emen. Qn we be bleſſed with faith - 
ful Abraham? Can ve be heirs according to the promiſe? 


botaſſured, by gur text, that gemile delievers,. enen * 
pheth, ſnall dwelb in che tents of Shem, ww K braham 
.ang his, ſeed were admitted, eee — 
eee d d Rom. in. tn. Again, can we now, 
heſe clear grounds, claim admit tance into theſe: tents 
ol, Shem, as gemile helie vers. and reerive a ſeal of the 
aback aabe ſame faith. in baptiſm, and build our 
| hgpes of being the true feed: of Abraham,. on theſe very 
Promiſes chat were ſealed to n y I ety 9 and. 
yet reſuſe to imitate our father Abraham, in applying a. 
fot the righteouſneſs of the ſame faith to our infant. 
— Abraham applied to his ſeed, and thus ex- 
clude our inſaut ſeed from theſe tents of Shem, without 
one expreſs. word of God for this extraomdinary piece of 
conduct pleading for this conduct, either the change of 
the ſcal, or want of expreſs command, in the New- Teſta- 
ment; Shen conſideting how the ſeed of Abraham were 
admiited into theſe rents, and enjoy ed a ſeal of the righ- 
reouſneſs of faith in them; and we Gentiles aſſured of 
admiſſion into them, without a word to forbid our children 
to. enter with us. In this view, it we reaſon like men, or 
Chriſtians, we ſhould judge as in all ſimilar caſes, that the 
want of an . expreſs command to ſhut them out of theſe 
tents, necefſarily and unavoidably ſuppoſed, that the 
were to dwell in them, as in the days of oid, agreabls 
t of the prophet, © Their children alſo ſhall he 


a 


Alluſion to the goſpel-rime, as may be found by the ↄth 
verſe of the content. But ſtill purſuing this ſubject of 
. "ey Ag: and ** ſeed; received in 125 


cumeilion 


Þ 


gee bleſſed wich faithful Abraham,” Gal i. 5. 9. 1 55 
g to the gentile believers ſaith, Me 


Gal. i. 29. Can u be the icircymcifion ? Tea, can we 


* aforetime. Jer. xxx. 20, This ſeems to be an 
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-ebaſlitaced+ him * the father of all chem that helie vg 
d heir of che wald?“ Rom. iv: 1 73. 
all a cbelierer of the poſterity. of Japhech (who is to dwell 
za the tents of Shem, dy divine 
Abraham, as che father of all then chat believe, and hetr 

of the world, thro the-righteouſy 


that believe, binds us to follow the 


allowed baptiſm, they have no viſible iatereſt in theſe 
| tents; as we know they had none of old, who were not 


a ſeal o ae that faigh\ wih 


5 


How then 


J take ae of 


of that faith, which 
was ſcaled to him and his feet,:by- eineximcifion, as & title 


vr claim to theſe rents; and yet refuſe the ſeal of the 


ame rightoouſneſs of faith, io his feed, whey he comes ineo 


ftheſe tenis under the Goſpel, and receives the ſeal of -che 
ſame righteoufneſs of faich, in baptiſm, for himſelf, as a 


child of Abraham, who is his father ahd-patcera of be- 
Heving; although he knows that Abraham, in this _y 
tranſattion, at God's command; received and applied 10 
himſelf and ſced, that ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faigh, 
which conſticuced him father and pattern of all believers, 
both Jews and Gentiles, to the end of the world; and that 
there is not one word iu the Bible ſorbidding him to imitate 
Abraham in this; but on the contrary, A 1 —— 
conſidered in this matter as the father aud pattern of 
ſteps of Abraham, in his 
faith, and ſealing of it, to ourſelves and ſeed; with the ſes] 
of the ſame. In this view 1 ſhould wonder how a true 
believer, who accounted Abraham his father, ſhould claim 


the ſeal for himſelf, mne, ene * 


can underſtand his errors? 


wt Is it to be imagined, that 8 on ly «the childre N 
Jep eth ars left out of theſe tents of Shem; where 14. 
pheth is to dwell in goſpel times? but alſo, Shem's own 
children are ſhut out of them, when Japheth comes into 


them? Which is really the caſe, if baptiſm is nat admis 


niſtered to the infant ſeed of beliering Jews, or Gentiles, 
in the goſpel day: For if the infants of believers are not 


circumciſed ; but were cut off from God's people, 5 


wh done 
* breakers, - PA o can a chiok ibis "a ws 


* — 


10 thefe t tents. 


them from 1 viſidle badge, or title to theſe tents! 
Here 1 ſhould: think it highly w aoteecired: all dolievers 
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SAS Ar. 


4 dee et Jopbork from, al me trſe.to theſe tems f 


and not a word expreſly ſaid about: this great change ig 
the church of God, between the Old and New- Teſta mene 


adminiſtration? Aud Le thalb the predichion, in 
qur kext, have. a proper ac 

dwell in the tents of Shem-? V 
t the infant ſeed of Shem, i 


a. Teal of the righteq cquſdels of 


we eertaaly | 
195 dann line, did e joy 
b. as 2 pledge, . Or. 


Nom. is the r F-:3x th accomp liched, .if-- we ex. 
clade t infant feed of Japheih from baptiſm, the go 
ſeal of the ri; ghteouſneſs of fach, and ſo + carte exclude 


faicly to folve theſe difflculties, about the gecompliſtiment 
of the prediction 
children from baptiſm, whieh is the goſpel badge er tits 


nenen, of the prediction made to Japheth. 


F. If any; in order to vindicate their practice of + er 
cluding children from the feat of baptiiin, which is 4 
badge or title to theſe rents, ſhould plead, that Abraham's 
covenatit'was not a covenant of grace; then it would bers 
taialy follow, that Shem's rents were not tents of 
where Abraham, and his feed, dwelr; and where Jen 
ſnall dwell in the goſpel day. Although this is a moſt 


ſtrauge abſurdity, and not to be avoided of the above ' plea 3 | 


and enough hath been already faid on that account, in the 


preceding pages. Yer theſe things may be fatther added. 


1. That Abraham, Trae, and Jacob, heirs with him of 


| the ſame promiſe, are either, gone to hell and damnation ; 


or got into heaven Without a coretant of grace; if char 
was not a covenant of grace referred to, Heb. xi. 9. 


. If this covenane with Abraham was not a.corenant. 


privildgs aud etaring- off 
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iſhment, that Jopheth ſnall . 


GH, 1 whe; * 15 N 1 ; 


in our text, before they exclade their 


to theſe tents; leſt in this they openly oppoſe the We * 
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fly, when! he faith; 


to theſe external F 
that was tetzuired; and fo be chat was ee, a: yew 


| would hive been truly one, in a-complear ſenſe; | 


7 
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«* outwardly, neither bs t that Gen re hers 


| Kimthe fleſh;” Rom: ii. 28. For if the coveuant had re. 


lated only to' eternal things, then an exrerna} conf 
to which it related, would be 


Either Japheth muſt dwell, under the gere, 3B 
Abraham scovenant,as Shem's rents of grace, in the APE 


tay, or one of theſe two things plainly follow.” 


1ſt. Either Japheth muſt dwell, in.the rep diy, an- 
der the Moſaic ebrenant, with all its ceremonies, that has 
vauiſhed away, as we have ſeen, Heb, vill, 13. Or, 


2ndly. Japheth has not one rag of Shem's rent td dwell 


po in the goſpel time. In this light, I ſhould think. 
a'modeſt and honeſt mind would bluſh to make this plea, 


that Abraham's. covenant was not a W ohh yn 
with theſe, conſequences in gb. SS Ss 


6. If the ſea} of baptiſm is nor allowed to hs ſeed: of 


R oro nies ror iodine hy hr Japheth 


haye loſt, a privilege. which, Shem's poſterity did enjoy in 
his tents, ;, And ſuch a privilege as Paul expreſſes thus, 
* What advantage then; bach the Jew or what profit is 
« there of circumciſion? Much every way; chiefly, be- 
cauſe that unto them were committed the oracles of 
« God.” Rom. iii. 1, 2, Here let it be noticed, that if cir- 
cumciſion bad been a ſeal of ſome external, earthly. cove- 
nant, or only a promiſe of the land of Canaan, as ſome 
ſyppoſe, then the Apoſtle would have ſaid, chiefly, becauſe 
the land of Canaan, or ſome external good, had been 

thereby given or ſecured io them: But his much eyery 
way is of another language. It imports a covenant relation 


to God, as his people, to whom he had committed bis 


oracles to keep and hand down from age to age; and this 


was confirmed to them by the ſeal of circumciſion, as God's 


covenant people. After this fort ſpeaketh the ſame Apoſ- 


tle, © To whom * the 8 and the E 
Wan 
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d ee N bath i the Jen nd = 
Gentites, the-cords are ſhortned and Makes are weak! 


and his ſeed, jn Shem's rents; then it 
the mach, every way, or any ſpiritual-privilege, to them- 
ſelves, or ſeed; and be ilk by covenant relation; in poſ- 


tions, to hand them don 10 their ſoed, as the ehurch of 
old, and fo be what the Apoſtle” faich of the church. 


there appears a good | et ls as eye ih 
che. Apaſtle. Are | 
Te eee F 


YES ot: 
r 


2nd the church has ſuffered a great 10, even of chat 


which is much every way, and this is not conſiſtent wich 


the evident deſign of the Goldel, to enlarge the privileges 


of God's church and pedple.. But if baptiſm takes place 


in the rogm of circumciſion, gm kg ] of the ſame 0 2 

nanr, and ſame righteouſqels of faith, tg believers, and chair 
ſeed, unde the Goſpel, that circumciſion was to Abraham 
follows, chat 


the church now, of Japheth's poſterity, may be broughe 
compleatly to dwelt in Stem's tente, without the- loſs of 


ſeſſion of the oracles of Gud, and under covenant obliga- 


«Phe pillar and ground of the ruth.” 1 Tim. iii. 15. 
And having this covenant relation to God ſealed by bap- 


ulm to their children, patents feel the force of that in- 


to bring them up for God, to whom they have 

deyorcd them, as fpeaketh the Apoſtle to chriſtian parents, 
. them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
* Eph. vi. 4. This ſuppoſes that the children of 
be in ſuch a covenant relation to God, as to 
be brought up for him. Here in this light, we find, ho 
Jop aplieth ſhall dwell in the tents of Shem, in the preſent 
y, without loſs of privitege;” or forcing the 1 


| of rexy beyond irs moſt 2 deſgu. 
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I a d, concetni 
uy Mes 15 the e were ths $6. my e 
VI 520 En. X. 3 Hoy the waters, of the | 
D vi, 10 1 he Gol 72 have had HEAL, flow, from 
t Parts throug Europe, an om thence ic 
fmong” the. 0 7 an, e : the LS, : 
In oh coun tries, 8, being ſtiy "ems: the 
By apherh, aud by whom 13 Golpel is is in an 
der Enjoyed at ed „ 


I a 
4, God has necotopliſhed the prediftion in 1 
brisging the chriſtian church amon Japheth's poſterity. 
far as can be known) for the hr eleven or twelve 
| huadred-ycars, generally, if not univerſally, into the prac· 
thee. of; receiving their children ifito the vigble adminiſtra- 
tion of the covenant with their parent, and ſealing it in 
baptiſm, as they had the ſeal of cireamcilion in the tents 
of Shem. Thus if we conſider, that in the period above- 
ö mentioned, chere is not ſound any body, of fober profeſt 
Chriſtians, that encluded their feed from the ſeal of the 
covenant in baptiſm and ſtill all, but a very ſmall part of 
2 Chriſtians, even at this day, continue to apply the 
baptiſm to theit infant ſeed, at a ſeal of the righte- 
auſdeſs of fach. In this view of the ſtare of the chi 
— among the poſtericy of J apheth, ue ſind the 
moſt certain and exat accompliſhrhent of the prediction. 
that Japheth ſhall dwell in the tenta of Shen. | Hence let 
the Chriſtians of Europe and America, call to uind, that 
theſe are the works of that God, who = calleth thoſs 
things which be not as tho they were.” Oft with the 
Saalaiſt ſay, « this is the Lord's N ir is N 


in 


| "hops Ae ppt 
1 things eee to * 1 y. 


ee ee | 
aum or boch adminiſtratiana e old and nv? 


preciſion in our text I would obferre thele'fe mg 
1. The incredibility of rhe” pratencs, thr if hap- 
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But before I cloſe rhis her ef Gol? verampliſhia 


tifm is an innovation, or corrupugth car 4 crene 9 15 
church; when no. author, of | authors, oak be nameg, 
1 9 90 


, are hagded own in that 10 
change ſhould be made 0 150 . iT of abs 1685 
all parts of the work un FA ſpecial notice or 


_ Eblty ; this appears altogether incredible, "Therefore, 
tee of 4 denial of eh baptiſm on foch. a ſn dels | 
is 


to build our opinion apd — on à mere upcertain 
and incredible preſumption, unbecoming ſeriops Criſtians 


2. The moſt natural and fair conſtryRion of out er 
| Fs us directly, in the golpet pas to the baptiaiag of r 


infants, as taking the place of „and being a 
ſeal of the ſame covenant, — righteopſuels of faith; 
without Which Japheth has not the leaſt appearance of, 
or poſſibility fairly to find any tents of Shem to dwell in, 
that Shen ever had e 
i vet. remain in the goſpel day, 

A — the- denial of infant . BY — 
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grace, the Jews could. noc de eicher broken 
or graſteũ into it "by fa 


a 


can the } ews be 


cam) 
ane text, b. ee 17 5 
2 — the, tent f Sew, lo wi with weleeh ſeated 
baptiſm, from the firſt n zhis/dey, in a general practice. 
Derry thoſe; vg opti infane baptiſm are in dan- 
r of Sighting: againſt Gol eee ene by, oppoſing 
accompliſhinens. of Ohg tet.. 
This denial of infant baptiſm Jeads, to ima- 
22 that Abraham's covenant, Was Either: . of 
* grace, or that it is taten away grivacaced under the Gol- 
pel. Now if Abraham's chunt, was hot a "x mg of 
from that 
in ſome 
A for every one which ark Fg that word, 
vibe juſt ſhall. live by. ge muſt know Fam 5p 
indeed. a covenant of grace, and not of works, that is 
oft by whats, Wy "by. 145 And belides, how 
Kaltes in again to their own olive tree, 
if that covenant with Abraham is taken away, or was not 
a covenanit of grace ? For if Abraham's.covetant was taken 
"away, in che goſpel day, as ſome ſuppoſe, then it could 


not be their . olive tree, from which they were broken 


off, xt unbelief, for this was taken away in the goſpel 
that. they had no ſuch covenant relation to loſe by 
* lief, nor could there be any breaking off from that 
which was not in being, according to the ſuppoſition. 
Thus it appears in this light, that the Jews could not. be 


$ "broken off from their own ſtock, for they had none, nor 


in any ſenſe broken off by unbelief; for the cent ſtock 


Ws taken away, which could not be their fault. And 


again, if chis covenant with Abraham was not a covenant 
of grace, the Jews could not be grafted into it by faith in 
goſpel times, unleſs we can think they (hall then be grafted _ 


into a covenant of works by faith; 3 * hope nods 


will imagine 10 ſave a darling notion... 
Hence it plainly follows (upon the priuelplei of FEY 


| who deny. infant bapriſm, on the ſuppoſitiof that the cbve- 
nan * MITE is 2 n or Was not a 
2 covenant 


r 


# 


fag. vot only. oppoſe che“ plein eccomp 
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corenant f , \qhargbexs, 20 ſtock or olive track fri t 
ww . rk 4 1 _— . igra, which 


_ pg the OO Os Abraham; — A co. 
venant, of; grace, or to pretend that this covenant; is-vacated 
under the Goſpel, do in this way of believing aud practi- 
hiſhment of the 
prediction of Noab in our text, that Japheth-ſhall-dwell in 
the tents of Shem (when. ob theſe principles, Shem bas 
no tents, under the Goſpel) but alſo oppoſe Paul manifeſt · 
ly, about the breaking off end graftiog in of the Jews, 
and fo are (at unawares) oppoſing the coming in. of the 
Jews to the chriſtian chuteh, as to their own ſtock; and 
olive tree. Tea, if ſuch pr ſhould univerſally, 


prevail among proſeſt — it would raiſe: an unans. 
ſwerable objection, in the miods of the Jews; about their 
ſtock, in the chriſtian churcb,. 


being grafted into their 
as impoſſible ;; for which all-pions-men are wont to pray; 
and 1 doubt not, ſome WhO. have unhappily. miſtook: on 
theſe points, do earneſtly pray for the coming in of the 
Jews j but I hope they will not be offended, if I foul, 


. ſay; they need io watch, as well as pray, leſt, on the 


coming in of the Jews io their own ſtock aod . olive- tree 
(whenthe vail ſhall be taken from their hearts, ſo as clearly. 
to fee the extent of that covenant with Abraham, w 
no doubt will be accompliſhed in its time) that chen thoſe. 


ho have too much reſembled the Jews, in their unbe- 


lief about Abraham's covenant, ſhould alſo reſemble them 
in not owing the Jews at their coming into the chriſtian, 
church, by a grafting on their own ſtock, as the unbe- 
lieving Jews would not receive the Gentiles fois the ſame 
covenant relation with themſelves, and fo were ⸗ enemies 
for your, fake,” as ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 28. By 
ſuch krups 20d, pra: ices tir perſons may be 
in bo figall, ager. 2 5 08 od's deſign, not only in 
bringipg Japher Ys Je heit ſei; bat alſo, i the le 
en pd ; \ gu the Je | Co their, 
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| Ronny Ara 


own ftock; and this by keying u invig 
Vlock'ir” their way, and alſe ni x 
of the chtiſtiaii chured, on Tack 2 afting into 
slive tree, 38 Puul mentions + From which ky" God pre- 
ras baſk rt eee 
Wl mind ar, g eine {4 

Which 'reacheth” all — this view of | chings," a2 
appears ſtrange that an honeſt, ſe 5 
u Chriſt: and receives the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, 
in baptiſm; as à fon of Abraham, for himſelf; yer ſhould 
refuſe 21 his ſeed, when he ready ieh dare the 


would have a larger ſhare in the promiſe, as propoſed: 
y Peter; than the Gentiles, which is plain: Aud ſtill views 
how the Jews were broken off from Abraham's. coenant 
or relation to God by unbelief, and ſhall be grafted into 
the chriſtian chureh, as their own ſtock and root, which 
have borne-the Gemiles, and not the Gentiles the Jews, 
2 Paul hath it. Here I/ hauld judge, that there is full 
evidence enough to ſatisfy any ſon or daughter of Abra- 
ham; of -Japherh*s poſterity, that their ſeed ſhould dwell 
with them in theſe tenwof Shem; where they are them - 
ſelves, and enjoy” the ſed} of theſe tents; 1 9 n 

Now we pas to the A W 


II Branch of this head, Which was 10 none how it 


concerns every one to e gi in theſe 


e 


tenis of Shem. e: 

1. It coticerns every one, in point of i intereſt, and | priyi- 
ih to find himſelf in thoſe mo where he and his * 
in a covenant relation to God; 48 his God, aud the God of 


bis ſecd, which i is ni, mot 0 be 9 than 5 


priv llege, 


«, will, command. his childrem and hig 


| each one of the fallen race of men, to enter and dwell here 


ere Grin ban deb ba La 7 45. 3 


ivilege, ond he-ſai 6 
the ho of 7 God, than to dwell. in the tents of 


Get Weiber al cher. bake 


« and they (hall. keep the way. of the 1 d. 


This is a — — 4 e. 4 __ > 


after, in the tents of Shem. 


3 by the uuſcarchable riches of 3 love in Chriſt 


Jeſus, who is the great ſhepherd over the flocks. which 
well in theſe tents. Theſe tents were not ſpread for 
len angels, but fallen men; therefore, ine urges 


in obedience and to che bonour of the great owner, aud 
favour, of being i in covenant 
notice, 
ph -erns all choſe wha do not allqw theit children 
the ſeal of the covenant in the golpel tetits, at. 11 day, 


vote dwells in the tents of 


115 8 81 to 9 their rents, wichout thei chi. 
they 


faith as in the tend of Stem? and then 
| elle therent der where hither ee nor 


days of old tie to them 


tent, rather «thaw force the Seriptures into ſome unnätural 
or improper ſenſe, to — opinion; with this 


ſhall dwell 10 tub te tents of Siem. In i xt 'place, 
N by obſeryel, that Abrabam he « d'the father e 


| 3 . 4 | minds. ws 2 
{© tend, Which are hot 
— x end os yen "A nor yet the ſced of 'bee 
levers ſeated nh the feat” of rhe fame fifhiconſnels of 


5 


they can fairly, (without 


the ſudſects, wer che feat „ the fame; Hor-Uig Sem eve 
own or 'dwelfl inf fach tee theſe. Here 1 (hook 
ready to think; the unbizſſed mind; open to light, 80 1 


than to fee the tents of Shem vamſh away, where he · is to 
dwell. 


(as Oriſtian of the poſterity of japherh) at this 


day, wouldabe rather inelihed to yield that heſe tems are 
open for tho ſord of believers; toe 8 as do the 


. — reaſon ĩings ſhouſd 
give place to in voiee bi a divine prediction in oor 


advice I leave th te 8 is before 


him, and go n. 2140 S992 en eee eee * 
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V. We were to anſwer ſome '0bje R 
uin ſome mipds againſt wax f ſaid ; and then clo N 
7 a ſome Teffedtions, by N 1 
It may be © ed, that t 
we d of G od f e WHY vhs, nor! 
mp 795 . Fs e We gf Ke 
eons. 1 * 344/400 3g 45 * 
To this threefold e nge 5 Trang Sire 38 2 
Joche fir W We mol ant „ (who. by 
Inſpiration em's rents, ef ord they they were 'erefted ing, 
to a papa orm, 'with th 1 os Greumciſion io joined 
2 them) poſitively declares, as in ky TI. 


al} 


Pr 
5 | 


* 
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Jews: end Gentiles; this” Abraham of —— line; 


Nets wich 2 — 
claim to theſe tents and to being che children of Abra - 
bam, and heirs according to the 


lock upO⁰ 
of courſe. ag our heir, in this charader he received the 


command, and applied the ſeal to himſelf and ſeed: There - 
e are commanded, in rhis com · 


fore it appears at 

0d to Abraham, 70 apply Ahe fed of the righteouſneſi 
of Faith: to ourſelves and ſeed; as Abraham was; it being 
given firſt. ro him, as our father, heir, or patters, who 
wok poſſeſſion of this covenant, or theſe tents, in behalf 


not only of his own nàtural ſeed, but of all believers to 
the end of the world. Thus we have 2 plain command, 
for applying the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of falth;..c0- = 
| infant ſeed of believers as children of Abraham. 
Io the ſecond part of the objection, thet there is yo 
_ example of baptizing infants in the Word, To this 1 
woolg reply, that Abraham the father of all” that believe, 
and heir of the world, has ſet us the moſt publicexample, 


in-applying-ch6 ſeal of the righreouſueſs of faith to his 


infanr ſeed, at Gods command; which ſeal now ĩs baptiſm. 


This example, in the father of all that believe, and heir 


of the world, is more than ten theuſand' private en-. 
ampies, "for this binds and teaches all the heirs; this ex- 
ample oo every beltever in the face, who ralls himſelf 


a child of ung TY 9 


promiſe; aud aid all part 

in the bleſſing with faichſul Abreham ; or elſe: we muſt 

5 aurſelves bound by this command of God 10 
Abrabam, in uhich he acted as cheir- of the world. and ſo 


—ä—— — 4 
childeen alſo (hall be as afaretime,“ — Sn Com · 


call,and their children; ; orelſe 8 have 4 lager 
ſhare in the promiſe under the Goſpel, than the — 
which is not io he ſuppoſed. A like form of ſp 
in the E eliſt, * A good man out of che 
af the heart, bringeth forth good things; and # an © cxil 


3 


1 manout of the evil! 


4 ; * 4 4 1 . 


In this view: the” Apoſtle” appears 
in every 


the new teſtament; 


_ dren; as We have ſeen above; und this not on 
but to all, every as many as the Lord our God ſhall call, 
_ and to their children 5 as by a fair conſtructiom of the 


ET 


* each bredeh of the fore quoted text, Ad 


ne 39. Aud ſuin if we cotfider the promiſe of God to 
Abrabem, * Fwill be's God to thes; and to thy ſeed after 


a ſheei;ꝰ und the predictiohs of the before. 
noned; of the bleſſing that emends to the off pring of 
God's people and their children, being as aforetime; and 
then recalf the exhoreation- of Perer, as above, to — | 


and be baptized; enforced” wich . tl 
rd to your children, and 00, a char” are afer off” 16 


de underſtood of their ehren alfo, as we ſhewn : 
In this view of Peter's exhortation, ir gives both 
6f the Jewe au Gentiles, a clear direction how far the 
feak ſhould exte even as far as the 
and bleſſing exrended ; for the plain deſign of a ſeal, is 10 
eonſixm the promiſes; b or privileges of a covenann 
and therefore are to de extended! as” far as they end 
In this tight the Apoſtle is fairly to be underſtood, 'as ex 


hotcing to the bapriſty- of children as well as parents, 10 


whom new in the preſent time the promiſe is extended. 
conſiſtent and rational 
part? Here we may eaſiſy ſind a ſufficient rea- 
fon why infant baptiſt is no more expreſly mentioned in 

namely this, at the firſt and leading 
inſtance of all the apoſtolic adminiſtrations (while they 
were together, and not ſeatteted as afterwards) it is deter 
mined, that the promiſe is unto parents, and to their chil- 
ly to Jews, 


words we hae ſeen. Hence as the fe was to 
Abraham; and his ſeed; ' ſo was the ſeal ; therefore this 


being fixed, by the Apoſtles, at this firſt norable inſtance 


of adminiſtration; there was no ſpecial need of ever 
mentioning the baptizing of iufants, which was ſo ſully 
contained and impſied in the promiſe, and — — 
r e ceordiny 


n 


4 bind 4. recorded of -ſer 


that if there were any infancy, they we 
manner, we may fairly under ſtand Aa Tele were 


5 Toms V3 | 
extent of the promiſe, to * vc teuts and their chil- 


ouſholds, rhat they were baptized, without meo- 
— any thing farther abour'there being infants or not 
in them, which was nov veveſſery on the forementioned 
rule of adminiſlration; for it muſt be takem for granted 
re baptiaed. Iu this · 


your children uncican, but na ate they 


vii. 14. as an alluſion te the eſtabliſhed rule of ada ing 


them to baptiſm, even where there, Mas, but one parent a 


belieyer, and we may ſu this ſholineſs pointed at by that 


every male that openeth the-yramb ſhall be called holy 


Team, er el lawful marriogss Buy of fach g omen, hon 
ia hiat of their practice of haptizing their children, and 


the ſubjects, ho were to dwell. in theſe tents of  Shem, 


to the Lord!” Luke ii. . In theſe places, holineſs is 
to be underſtood. either of real: ſanſtiſi cation of the 


lineſs as belouged to creatures devoted to Gd. Aud ſa 


is nowfairly accounted for, any otherwiſe, than in this ſort, 
by all the, attempts that have been employed about it; 
Thus we may eaſily ſee; how, is comes to,. paſs, that we 
have no expreſs account, about: the baptizisg of the infant 
feed of believers. * But turujng 4he tableg and ſuppoſiog 


the childten of belle vers are not to he baptiz ei under the 


Goſpel, but are excluded from this ſeal af cha tighteouſ- 
neſs of faith, and the much every. way of the Jews, which 


they did enjoy in the tents; of Shem, and; ate no ircared 
as unclean, and not holy to; the: Lord. as ν,νẽ,ẽ¶qdñey. were, 
and ſo have loft: all covenant relation te God or vible 
dwelling in the tents of Shem. . Nom om dhe fuppolition 


preſented to view, of ſo great and viſibla a change made in 


is it hot much more incredible, that ſuch a change as we 
voticed above ſhould take place in the charch of God, 
without one expreſs word, in the new ceſtament, to ex- 
clude iufants from their former privileges, which they 


really had, chan it is, on the other hand, fot the Scriptures 


ſilent, ip ſavour of the former heirs, who bad, and 


| fit hare # 0 0 ee een 1 
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is not to be interpreted” 
rr op ſeul of the 
Shem's tents we are aſſured the Gentiles are now to 


dwell) unleſs ſome expreſs word forbids thein to enjoy the 


golpelcal of the fame. righteouſneſs, which none pretend; 
On this view of the matter in diſpute, I would aſl; 


whether: cite en Be the like, or equal reaſon, for au 


expreſs mention or declaration of the continuance of chil- 


dren in theſe rents, where they were by divine command; 


as, on the other hand, there muſt be, for turning then 


out, after they had been, by divine command, received into 


theſe tems? Now, I would appeal to the reaſon and con- 
ſcienee of all houeſt and ſenſible inquirers, whether thd 


ſilence of the Scriptures, in this matter of infant 

. Jet argue ſtrongly for ir, rather tharl 
the 

tents, at God's word, and ſhall they be turned out withotit 

one expreſs word in the matter? Who can believe this, 

without ſtraining at a guat and ſwallowing a camel? Thus 


nr is fairly removed. 


2. It may be objected, that the uſual language of the 


Therefore infants thar do not profeſs repentance, or faith, 
opt or to be baptized. To this 1 reply, 

The Goſpel is properly. in its publication, to be 
addreſſed to perſons in adult age, or fuch an age as they 
are capable of hearing with underſtanding ; and in ho 
choſe who practice infant baptiſm differ bor. from th 
who deny it, in addreſſing themſelves to ſuch as are adults, 
to bring them to repentance, or fuſth; which 2 


appears to be the caſe of the Apoſtles, in 3 


exe e Sons, vo e deore 


nie teſtament is repent, or believe, and be baptized : 


— 


righteouſneſs of faith, iu 


inſt ie? Were infants admitted into Shem's 


Jews, or Heathen, who attended their miniſt this | 


determines nothing in ' the caſe objected to 3. r all that 
Practice infant baptiſm do the fame. 


4. It is repentance and faith, in adult per 


,n5,t6 whom 


tbe Goſpel: is — = gives rüde 10 the E 


r 
* * ” op 
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ke ry it ſhould be ſo addreſſed tot 


e bleffiag wich Abraham; . dank g he»: I 
em, as aduſts, to lay. 
foundation of their goſpel right and claim, which de- 


termides nothing about any further privileges enjoyed by 


them, or their children, as believers, and > is nothing to 


| the preſent caſe in diſpute... 1 [OM A A N ues e „ 
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3. It is the viſible and credible profeſſion of repentance. 

faith, that gives a viſible and credible claim to the 
7 2 and privileges of believers ; therefore the Go. 
pel is addreſſed to them, in a ſtate of Judaiſm or Hea- 
theniſm, as adults, to bring them to this repentanee; faith. 
and credible profeſſion of the lame, that they may receive 
all. the privileges of viſible -believars, for themſelyes or 
children. Thus we fairly account why the uſual lan- 
guage of the new teſtament, is, repent and believe, and be 
baptized; and do not diſcoyer the leaſt oppoſition to the 
practice of infant baptiſm,; which .takes piace or follows 
upon our viſible and credible profeflion; 4 repentance and 


faith. And here let it be obſerved, that o receive the ſeal | 


of the righteouſneſs:of faith in baptiſm, for. ourſelves. or 
ſeed, has the ſame ground to ſtand upon, even the pro · 


miſes, as Peter ur „ 
ment, the promiſe is unto. you, and to your children; 


therefore this may as properly, be called belie vers baptiſm, 
as. any in the Bible; it being grounded on W a 
propoſed to the parents, aud may as well be done in the 
exerciſe of faith, for their children as for themſelves, and 
for the anſwer of a good conſcience in both, and not the 
parting away of ihe filth of the fleſh: in.gither.. And now | 

hat reaſon can be juſtly aſſigned. why the promiſe to the 
children of believers, in the tents of Shem, ſhould. not be 
confirmed with che ſeal of the rightcouſneſs of faith, as 
was the promiſe, made to the ſeed .of Abraham, in wy 
lame tents, .I.know not. 

Here let the queſtion be put, What akelievers baptiſm ? 


| Anſwer, Ir is actually to believe.the. promiſe and receive 


the ſeal of the ſame, in baptiſm, No let it be remem- 


bergd, that Peter urges to. W language. . 
wk | >; OG 
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how is it poſſible, 
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„ and 2 Here 
to adults, jd the — of 
. we directi in e-preſeneteoſe 'which extends both 

to parents — their children: Now, how ſhall theſe 
parents actually believe the promiſe, vnhout actually 


"believing it 40. emtenꝗ to their children for ſo it runs noẽ- 


in the preſent time ?. Aud how can they actually receive 


<he feal-of their Faith-in this promiſe; by baptiſm, without 


it for their children, to whom the promiſe and 
-cheir belief of the promiſe, did actually extend? Again, 
that any ſhould be excited to baptiſm, 
for themſelves. by believing this part of what Peter faith, 


the promiſe is unto you, and not have the ſame excirement 


to baptiſm for their children, by believing the other part, 


and to your children, hen they ars thus joined together 
by the Apoltle: 


to excite to baptiſm To theſe things 1 
think there is no ſolid anſwer can be given, without own- 
ing that the infants of | believers have as good right to 
baptiſm, on the exhortation of Peter, as their parents, and 
that it may be p lied believers baptiſm for theme 
ſelves and children. For if we ſhould fuppoſe what we 
will about the matter of the yet if it is an encou- 
ragement to baptiſm for the parents, it muſt be equal 
encouragement ere eee WP" 499 21 
it extends. * HS 236 «pt 
agent maybe objcfies, that beprifim is not a feat of the 
ame covenant with that of circumciſion, and ſo is not in 
its room; therefore ought nor 16 de udnäniterel le 
ood of believers. To this I reply, 

Iſt. It has been moſt evidently — e 


dumt Wade wich Abraham is a covenant” of grace, and con- 


tained all dhe grace that is enjoyed or maniſeſted in the 
Gofpel, and that circumciſion was a ſeal of the righteouf- 
neſs: of faith, in this covenant; cannot be denied. There - 
fore it follows, erer 


mer cin {$445 ab. 046 2h 


_ 2dly,” The evident idee bo i the ug 
between —— and circumciſion, points'our 


Fignifieatian; 
Jae beptila 9 in the room of <ircumcifion. - 


E 2 3p, The 


_ faith, « When a ſtranger 


Hons 
| females were looked upon. 


Adly, The ifs, 
by. — —— — — — | 
is ciſed, with the circumciſion made without hands, in 
* putting off 7 of the ſins of C — 

4 circumciſion of Chriſt; buried with ws in ba 
Col. ii. 13, 4 2. Here the Apoſtle bas fixed: what he 
meant —— —— Chriſt, 9 being buried with 


him in baptiſm; therefore it is ne baptiſm does take 


the place and room of circumciſian, 28 a ſeal of the ſame 
covenant of grace and righteonſneſs of faith, with that of 


- circumciſion, and ſo may _ properly applied to the infant 


ſeed, as that was for the lame end or dęfign. nens 
e is removed. that ul,, de | 
4. It y be objeted, K is not: YE — wack 
tiſm ſhould. ſycceed circumciſion, as 0 ſeal of -the ſame 
covenant, ſeeing the females were not cirgumciſed, : and | 
they are hapnand... | no lis ied Ch 1005 ectfprks 

.+ To this let ic be anſwered; the femalgs were circamciſed 
yirually, and in God's account reren as circumciſed per- 
ſons, when all the males were circumciſed, altho*:rhey were 
not capable of it in the floh; ſee on chi paige wha Moſes 
ſhall ſojourn with thee, and will 
« keep the —— Lord, let all his males be cir- 
4 cumeiſed. and then let him come near and keep itz; and 
« he ſhall be as one that is born in the land ; for no un- 
* circumciſcd. perſon ſuall eat of the paſſover,” Exod. aii. 
48. Now it is plain, that altho 0 wocircumciſed perten 
were, allowed 10 eat. of the paflover, Jet ic. is alſo plain 
boy the _ ay as good a right to eat as the men, 
er by ver. 4 and 47, of the aboye Exod.xii. 
|. the Pk of this objeQion- diſappears, for-the 
and roared as cin iſed per- 
ſons, where all the males were ſo 


e 3 4 

. It may be abjeSabhy ſome, if bapilan takes the place 
cireumeiſion, then infants ſhould be al ſo admitted to the X 
joly ſupper, as they were to the paſſover, which thoſe 
who allow jafant baptiſm, do not practice. Tothis I reply, 
. iſt, The covenant rf wok 3 nod ſealed by 


„Addy. — the inflitation of he 
and the remembrance of that deliverance,” in which the 
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it is plain, that circumeiſion was enj 


he might remember, and rejoice 


% 
. ori diteR-yelttion=di2he 
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yeara, as ĩs moſt evident. r een 


ing for the deliverance of the firſt born of Iſrael in — 


children had a ſpecial ſhare; therefore might properſy be 


raums ben. as ſpecial ſharers in the ſalvation. 


Zuly. It is evident that the renſon why eireumeiſion was 


always to preceed the attendance on the paſſover (althoꝰ ir 
Wes not the only qualification required) was this, that by 
_ circumciſion, they were in a covenant relation to God, as 
his people; therefore without ſuch a relation. it would not 


be to commemorate the deli veranee of that people, 
whOm they were not in union by covenant ; and hence | 
on the ſtranger, 
that would keep the paſſover, that 6; as one with therm, 
in their Wr 
kistvau , Hence n n e ht nt! 11 © 4 

Athly. It — charthe vaniſhiog ewey of the Mola 


- adminiſtration of the paſſover (us a temporary oouſtitution, 
which had its uſe and end; whilſt that 
and ſhadows continued) does not in the leaſt affect the 


of types 


privileges of Abraham's everlaſting covenant, which: was 
ſealed to him, and his ſeed; according” to the Apoſtie, 
The covenant that was confirmed before of God in 

Cbriſt, the law which was four hundred and thirty years 
after, cannot diſanul, that it ſhould malte the promiſe 


4 of node effect. Gal. ii. 15. From this we plainly ſee that 


as the coming in of the legal diſpenſation of Moſes did not 


diſanul the covenant promiſe with Abraham ; ſo neither 
under the Goſpel, doth diſanul the pro- 


N 
miſe long before confirmed to Abraham in Chriſt. There- 
fore, in this view; we. conclude, that as the covenant 
relation 'of Abraham, and hi ſeed did long exiſt before 
b e e e 


Ninſt infant þ 


mar ſcoſfs, and Eſau is 
i ſome make the faith of God without effe& ? God ſorbid. 
Rom. ir 3.4. Here I think to be ſatisfied wich theApoſtle's 


Having thus conſidered the moſt important ob: 


ſuch a ſuppoſition mu 


£82” 


e ted — = 

t to have appoin any g or 

for bis church, that wouſd not i pull or bly per 

of the promiles relating to baptiſm jn-Abraham's'covenant, 

155 — the Sahar. i og che objedtion ilappears_ 
the preſe . N 


6. It may be objeltodd ber profitia — 


| che outward ſeal ot the covenant to our ſeed, ſiuce it does 


not convey eee as is moſt mmm Tees it be 
anſwered to this, N eee 1.361 


38 1h, No le was ever invieſelf et wi 


vey in ward grace, eiiber to the believer or feed; but to 
confirm the promiſe, ſtrengthen grace, and anſwer a good 
oonſcience: Therefore the objection is not properly a- 
tiſm, but all baptiſm, as uſeleſs; becauſe 
t Which it never 8 in. 


it does not t 


| an caſe whaceyer,.. . als rt xvi 


. 2dly, This was indeed the caſe * eireumeihon, it 
-did, not convey in ward grace to all that recei red it. Iſh- 
Does the uubelief of 


much every way, as the advantage of circumciſion, is much 
than to reſt on our carnal reaſoning, which as much 
7 the circumciſion of infants as the baptiſm of infants: 
:Therefore, I conclude there is no weight in the ane 


8 * +2 
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I Þ ſhall proceed to cloſe withiſome refleQions,”- 
. From what we have heard, we gather, that to de 


the covenant mate with Abraham to be a' covenant o 
| th is in a manner to deny the whole Goſpel, ſo evi- 
* 


collected from it, and ſtatidi _—_ and muſt in 
that regard ſap the of God's an ple, who on 
either deve af f ꝛed. or gone 
to heaven! 8 2 ont of proce” Either of which is 


WO Wealſo aber that de te ebältt church f 
the *ntijes . ineo the „ 
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into the ſame body, and grafting og 


lieving Jews in this itaportant point; ho were broken off 


from the church of God, as-enewies, for be ſahe of the 


Geutiles, as we ſee, Rom. xi. 28. and the believing Gen- 
tiles grafted in their room, ee eee e 4g. 
the branches that remained, - to 0.074 famwoft nw 


3. We infer, chas foglt qripeiales: or dotrines, na- 
urally lead perſons to think Abraham's covenant was not 


2 covenant-of grace, or that the Gentiles are not grafted: 


into that covenant, ſo as to partake of the rout and farneſs 


of i dF as the jewiſh olive · tree, which is yet their root, into 


which they ſhall be again grafted, if they abide not {till in. 
uabelief; that theſe doctrines, which. thus lead perſons; are 
juſtly. to- be avoided, as ſapping the foundation of * 
chriſtian faith; and Ln ſtep RIO r 
be guarded againſt by every ſerious 

4. We may inſer, font Hs core ends 
ham was not a.covenant of grace, it could not be a place, 
or teat, for Japheth to dwell in; under the goſpel 17 84 
ſation, which is the thing intended in our text: Or, if this 
covenant is vacated, how h follows, moſt ſurely, Sbem has 
no tents for Japheth to dwell in, at this day, of any kiak 
or nature; nor for his own poſterity to return to, for + 
grafting in again, as Paul concludes. Therefore every; 
ſuch imagination ought to be treated as vacated, ., 

Hence ler Japheth's poſterity be adviſed carefully. 
to ſhun ſuch. dofrines, and practices, as evidentiy — 
the fair and juſt accompliſhment of the predictiom in our 
text, by ſhutting out our children from theſe tent wii 
out a, warrant from God ; leſt we fall under pee 
« Who hath, required this at your hands 2” 


4 


6. The manner of Japheth's coming-in todwellinal 4 : 
cents: of Sbem, in the: goſpel day, being by incorporation 
the ſame ſock, and 
among the remaining branches of the —— church, which 
were not broken off by unbeſief: This fairly and neceſfa- 
rily implies the ſame privileges with that body and ſtock 
„ * ns Fan — l 


| * * 


mh — is — — 2 ; 
7. Ir appears moſt certain: that infants Eid oncs, by God's | 
pos n 
: viſible adminiſtration, in the tents of Shem which 
was the viſible right of their continuauce in them. 
8. It is equally certain, that infants were capable of a yiſt- 
ble ſeal, ſceing'it was God's appointment. He that fays 
are not, does charge God with folly; and ler him anſwer it. 
2 It moſt clearly 5 A ES 
are thereby proved to be capable of enjoying a 
of the covenant of ab (in its viſible- adminiſtracion i in 
the tents of Shem) have ſtill the fame rightiro . 
hof the ſame uh in ny onde atk ln 
now dyells, under the Goſpel, altho' the ſeal is changed 
- unleſs God has by ſome cut them off from ſuch 111 
but this is not done. Therefore they have a right ſtill. 
210. One of theſe things muſt follow on what'is ſaid, 
| Firſt, either the Jews had no advantage, nor was there any | 
mw in eircumciſon : Or, Secondly, this advantage and 
he laſt. to believers under the Goſpel; - 'which may 
be ſuppoſed: Or, Thirdly, Infarits'of believers muſt 


no have right to the goſpel circumcilion, Which i is bap- 


tiſm; in theſe tents of Shem.” ' | 

11. From whit we haye heard we gather, that it the 
covenant made and confirmed to Abraham, and his ſeed, 
by the ſeal of circumciſion, was not a covenant-of grace, 
and an everlaſting covenant, by which Abraham was con- 
ſtitoted the father of all that believe, and heir of the world, 


ſio that theſe were not gracious and everlaſting-covenanc 


privileges, which were grented to Abraham, and his ſeed; 
of the line of Shem, then-theſe things neceſſari 3 
I. There are no tents of grace under the Goſpel for 
Japheth to dwelt in, which Shem ever e, acknow- 
kedged, or dwelt in as his tents. 8 
2. It muſt be, on this fuppoſiion, impoſſible for our text | 
to be accompliſhed under the Goſpel, that Japherl# ſhall 
well in the rents of Shem, when Stem has no tents, either 
for himſelf or * to dwell in at chis day. 3. It 
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Gad has ib end and evidently: 


a> I a 


the father of ul! 


„ 


coming iure add enjoying theſt covenatc' 
_ Hherk's tered; by which the Teal of the rigineouſneſs of 
faith; ity-bapriſe of prrents and their infant feed, is'enjoyet, 
as the feal of the am faith was emoyed in he tents of Siem. | 
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3. Ii follows, on the foremttmioned grdunds, 

kept bis covenni wich- 
Nan aud his ſeed; as a ſere aud everlaſting 
firmed by the bow da the cloud: to this day j yet the coves 


unt made with Abrahatt, and his fey, and confirmed wit 
ing covenang, has now. 
for more than ſeventeen hundred fears . n © 


che feal of tireutucifion,'ss an ever 
vacated, which is impoſible. 


deary follows, chat tHe Jews 
their dwI olive tres for it did tot then exiſt ; nor can they 
ever be 
Goſpel, for it hus driud up and is dead, and has no ſap or 
fatneſi en of the above ſuppoſition, concerning 
Abraham's cobenunt privileges, rheſe ſtrange conſequerice, 
that are ſo ſhocking, ate not to be avoided.” 

5. It alto follows, that Chriſtiaus have loſt a privilege un 
der the Goſpel, whietr to Abraham's ſeed, under the old teſ- 
tament, why 4 privikge much every way for their advamage 

But to eben ae Aber to what we 


have heard from theSeriprutes; thar the covenaut inade and 


ſealed. wich Abfalam; and lis ſeed; wat à covenant of grace; 
and an evertaſtitle 


believe, aud heir of the world; and 


that cheſe"eovenant 
under the Goſpel; Ke) theſe thikge follow'thoft evidetitly, 


1. That She's tents areealilp and fairly fonnd, in 
merge“ privteges of Abraham and his feed, of the 
em. N 


ee | 


. Thus we" deer dear ie und 
plearly accompliſne under” the” Goſpel; by 'Japherh's 
privileges, as 


© of It appears in this view; that God has exactly accom- 
ed the prediction in our ett; and as truly verified his 

o6yenedr with Abraham, as am everlaſting covenang; as that 

ed Noah by it the bow — — lb continues 


covenant, con- | 


. On the genis bf Ahe bine tkopeundt as e it 3 
could hot be broken off from 


ted into it agait as theit own root under thbe 


eovehatm, which conſtituted ＋— 5 
prlviſeges are the tent of Shem 


— „ mg” 


if not abiding ill in undelie, may be grafted — faith, 


as Abraham's ſeed, and heirs to the- promiſe to 
Abraham, are bapcized, then the chriſtian church is not de- 


132 


to their own olive tres under the Goſpel, as. Paul men- 
tions ; and that as the belfeving Jews, with of » oper 
hearts. (ag reeable. to the wiſh and prayer of — 9 


chord) received the e Gentiles i _ o the N of 
Abraham's covepant, in the —— e:golpel day, 
ſo the believing Gentiles, of the chriſtian chureh, ſhall hes 4 


open arms and hearts (agreeable to their. with and prayers) 


receive the returning and believing Jews .into the boſom 


of the ſame covenant of Abraham, Gigi on coor ah 
tents, and thus of rwain-- become: one bady. 
. It hence clearly follows, thar if thei +.of believers 


prived uf chat privilege, which Faul fays is much eyery way. 
lad this laſt view, by turning tho tables, che forenamed 
difficulties are fuirly removed, without ſtraiaing the Scrip- 
tures out of their design. Hende, to cloſe all, 
we conclude, that i e Would: regard the faithfulneſs of 


God, in keepiug covenant with Noah and Abraham, as an 


everlaſting corcnant; if we would 1 and 


children, out of Shem's rents, and: « the poſitive pre- 
diction in our tent; if we would: not lay a flumbling block 
in the way of the blind Jews, co b return and 


gralſting into. theie,own' ſtock ; if ve would treat our 
children as having a corenant halineff, agneeable 10 the 
Apoſtle; if we would not cnt them off irom all relation 


10 God; as his, which is much -every d their advantage; 


| if we would dot refuſe to. lay-oorigives mnder-obligation to 


bring ups our children in ie parte and .admonition of 


3 — Then, ie all helie 2 

above ſc prure xroupds, give up their r 

baptiſm, as an evident du "me 4 55 -av 
+ Now, may the ſante it aha 


1ake off the — eee 
2nd - mJ ene e 
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- Fair and Rational Vindication. « * 
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626 on to e>afider the Evidence which we ade 
hat che Baptiſor of Children was the conſtant Practice tm 
the primitive Church from the Apoſtles Time; which will. 
ſtil confitm the Evidence that it was their praclice alfa; 
Far. it carinot be hüt chat thaſe who lived fo bear the 
„ ſecond, and thicd Ceoturies, maſt tave 
known what of the Pratice of the Apoſtles, themſelves, and 
— they . accordingly: For tis allowed by all, that 
Age was then in its Purity, and not corrupted with Inno 


: 5 and Superſtigions : And the Writers of thoſe Times dre 


not on! gnly Witneſſes, that Infant · Baptiſm was the Practice in 
their Day, but exprefily declare, ſome of them, that it way the 
N of the * themſelves, and of the Church! from 


CT | 


The it Evidence I TY aroduce-i in * „ 
| beſt Accounts, was born before the Death gf the Apoitle Jon 
270 was well acquainted with beben who was 7obn's 
ciple; and therefore could not be miſtaken about ine Practice 
the Church down to his Time. It is ttue, he mention 
1 only tranſiently ; for it had not" then been 4 
— and therefore there was no Occalionigites 
for arguing” about i | 
It muſt alſo be obſerved, that he, and many of the Fathers, 
— they ſpoke of Baptiſm, uſed the Thing ſignified for tha 
Sign; and, a in the Old- Teſtament, Powe. Arr ov is called the 
Coregants inſtead of the Sig2 and Seal: of the Coyenant ; ſo, by 
Irenus and 2 Baꝑtiſm is called Regenerations becauſe it is 
the outward Pigs of egeneratian, . and the teygwing of the 
Holy Ghoſt. ith how Ab Propr ey he calls it ſo, is no+ 
thing to me, if it appea*y that he does call it fo, und under tha; 
CharaQer ſpeals of it as commandeiꝭ to Children and Lirtle-ones; 
his Teſtimony is directy to thePurpoſe. And A uſe. 
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Words: : When Chrift; fays' he, gave his Diſciples the — 
hem — Name of ade and of 


« Nations, baptizing 


the Son, and of me Haly 4 ” Here it is plain, that b 
the Command of ft "rp *. wenns the | ainmand o 
izing; not that Baptiſm woes Regeneration; ; 


but he puts the Thi t 
_ felf 2 when he ing oe ey — . 


2 Sign or Foken ef hie Cent. 
Allowing then, that he uſes Regeneration for Bapti ſm, as the 
bove Quotation plainly proves, by] Teſtimgny i . plain-for-th 
Pantifen of Infants; ; for he adds: Chriſt came to ſave: thal 
* who by bim arg-regencrated, unto God z-{i, e. baptized) by 
. Infants and Little- ones 3, and young wen and elderiy Perſ 
Here he ſpeaks of Infants and, Little-ones being regenerated wy 
to God. Ang that he uſes the Word Regeneration for Baptiſm, 
putting the Thing ſignified for the Sign, is further evident from 
the co 55 e of. oy contemporary Writers; patticu- 
larly Fuftin Martyr wv vho [kgs theſe Words ; “ They are regs: 
2 e the ſame Way in which we baue been regenerat 
cc for they are ters with Want in 1 Name af the Father 
_ © the Son, and the «Bay hot, „it he Gid there was 
an Impropriety io calling Regzneration Baptiſm, it is nathin iq 
. preſent argument; for that they did call it fo, is anden! 
fat from theſe Quotations ; and it is equally fact that 1257 
| fpoke of it as eommanded to [nfants and Little-ongs, - as vell as 
young men and elderly perſons. EF 


In the Beginning of che third Century, Origen . * 
clares' Infant-Baptiſm to bave been- the denſtant Ute. of the 
Church. The ccafion of his. mentioning it was this be was 

tempting, in the cighth Homily, to prove the tine of 
Original Sin, and that Infants were guilty as ſoon as born, and 
i makes ſe of their Baptiſm as an Argument. The Bapliſm of 

«© Chill ren, ſays he, is given for the Forgiveneſs of Sins: But 
« why, continues he, are Infants, by the Uſage of the Church, 
vc baptized, if they have nothing chat wants Forgiveneſs I”: And 
again, he adde, << it is becauſe by the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
« the Pollution of our Birth is taken away, that 3 are 
= „ baptized.? With much more 40 the fame Purpoſe; 
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Time, 


ear 950 it to 88 


5 b 4040 give. 
 $,Myiterigh were 


by Water and-4 


5 with any. R 
| ledged Truth W in fi. 


| us 2 plain 
« of the Church” in bis Pi. 


"gel ved till 


alter Baptiſmy wers dent e il nay wredly ynpardopable ; and 
therefore adviſed that che Haptiſin of Children | 


R they. would then 
x d 1 
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Now, S — ä 1. 193, 
within 100, Years of the Apoſtles themſelves; . Both his Father 


6 fons, natural | 


| and Grandfather were Chriſtians,” He waz age of the mat. 
learned Men of that Age. 
F 7Feece, in Palzfline, and in Sri 


and preaches the! Joſpel in Rams, in 

1 ia, u . he Cl wrck hh, And hs but 
© acquainted with the Mt prches. 

anner in Which he f 1 0 of it. mikey big 1 — 

regel. as he uſes et 's, an Ar "ny 3 ye another 

avs (vie) 1 100 I, Ns yp hore, have done 

bod ans, en % we 

vo - 4.5 a 

* Tertullia ' It, * 8 contetyporary” with Or en, gives 

Fill that S zagtim was the e Plc 


It is by he. ſpeaks. n its "and. det cha i it Moni by 


wa. to*Year ban Wh after Marriage. 
Ge had — 2 d un Notion, that Sing, comcigted 


8 Reaſan was; 


Ig 
laxed, unjeß in caſe of. 8 ty... even . pv 


veſtion WW 
| wed, before 
+etav'e t ay in. which 
- err Vo his be ca'ls 2 
| ; who all un- 
t not te da del yed till the - 
d no ieren of ſuch 2 

ge —— to this Purpoſe 80 ſatisfy _ 
all. who were in doubt abour this Qyottion, and. e. 
27e in the Name See 


Nor c- | Queſtion! was not whether 3 0 
de baptized, wis allowed þ all, bug tbe o oly Queſtion wat, | 
whether, like Circ meiſion, i myſt. be limited to the «oi 
Nay from Birth ? And chisthey. e d in "the. Negatives 
and Fay, it may with equa! Propriety | \ admiiffered ſoobet. 


Abr who wrote abc 4 Year from pat Li | 
"7 By expe that the | pt of It nfahts has been tbe 
Peaftice & poltles em Kg durch till that | 
Time. Ad + is he 2 Lo hog when ſpeaking - 
on another Subject, which'pl oly pears t- wie wok Subject 
Debate. It would weary] your Patience to eite all- the 
Authors tet might be | oduc, ns kr I fhall-there>-- 
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fe conclude. with the eſtim ny of St. Ain 13 8 — | 
Piece againft the Danatifts abqut Ea Your « poſtles, 
in which he has theſe very < + an 2 for! divine 


Authority in the Matter of Inf being baptized, [though | 
« that which the whole Alan toy Ind Which has not 
< 5 juſtituted by Council, but was ever in Uſe,” is, very 
*< reaſonably believed to be v + ug than 'a Thing delivered 
by the S ee of the Apoſtles, yet, ſays he, we may t 
n true Eſtimate how much |Baptiſm avails Infants, by t 
Circumeiſſon whith Goth former People received.” 

with 8 


The ſame Thing be ur ges in his Contraver 
which was about the Yi at 4104 Now Pelagi taught. that 
Infants were born free from 11 ſinful Defiſements. St. Aufi 
writes againſt him, and infiſts on the Baptiſm of om el Infants which 
was the known and —_— Ione of. the Church, as = 
Argument. of their, _ nt. Ia this Plea he has 
theſe Words: 4 That Infants iſtians ackno 
< to ſtand in peed of Baſt — e de in thew fo for O 
ec ginal Sin, ſince they have no other. i 
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this Dee tiies 
remarkable Wards: Me 
1 Baptiſm . 


he never heard of a0, 


N 5 225 | d 

i 3 uſe lind ; | 

- hoſe Intereſt it was to deny it lobe the AF A | 
„ "would dertat | 


nt 


Parts 3 and yet he detdares that de had never 
dad defied Bapfſtn toTofancs. Tris as 1 ; 
make it, that there bad been then no Diſpute — — 2 
und that there nd not; neither had. been, any Ject of People 
£282 Chriſtianity, chat denied it, from the Apoſtles Ting 
that Day. Nor is there the leaſt 
oppoſed dy. any Man, or Society of Men, for 
dred Yeats from that Time. And now, What 
quence ?'. You ſee that the baptiging, fants_ 
of the Churches, derived from the ApoBiles Ti 
for eleyen or twelye hundred Years, which 1  plai 
28928 and the e of hole Times can wake it. 
nſequerice” is, that if Tafapt-Baptiſm"is'a Nulliry, 2 
agreabſe to 1 Aaſtirution of Ohriſt, then ' the Church wuſt 


vi 


— — 2 or 

2 — e 
at t Qu: 's Pr co 

ſent in t. dminiſt;ation of * oF. 2 — 


even: ta the. the Meri, £ 20 Anfang 
ou ſee is 24. if this 3 not BCG 9295 Ha 
de could ng de with — is Ho. 9 of that Orr 


nw r 


IDO 


. ae, | E ; ; 23 


i "ES , 
. 
fanee, and therefore Bis Preſence muſt fail, and his Church, 
during all that long Period, of many hundred Years, muſt have 
Dad no regular Baptiſm, and conſequently could be no regular 
Goſpel- Church. And who can perſwade himſclt, or imagine, 
at Chriſt had no Qhurch in the World during al that Period 
eſides, if Infant-Baptiſm had, in any of theſe Periods, been 
introduced by Men. and had not been the Cuſtom pf the Church 
from the Apoſtles, how ſtrange mult it appear that there ſhould 
be no account, no not the leaſt Hint, in all Antiquity, when it 


was introduced, qr by whom ? Had it been human Invention, 


would it have eſa fo univerſaF-in the firſt 300 Baa, and yet 


ho Record left when it was introduced; ner of ny Diſpute or 
Controverſy” abet P Thiß is incredible. 
We have particular Accounts in Hiſtory, when the Baptiſm 
— and by whom; but 


#f Infants began to be decked god diſput 
no Account of any Time or Means of its Introduction: Which 
is a plain Proof that it muſt have been handed down from ie 


Apoſtles, and have been a ſtanding Privilege in the Church *- 


from their Timm. by 

Again, if Infant-Baptiſm is aNullity, it is plain, from the biſto- 
tical Facts ahpve-mentioned, there can an be no regular Baptiſm 
in the World, nor ever will be to the Tad of F ime z ſince a Suc- 
deſſion of Adult Baptiſms cannot ſo much as be ptetended to. 


Thoſe then; who firſt began to baptize Adults, were them- 


| felves baptitied in their Infancy; and cheteſore: being onbaptized 


themſelves, itcording to the fnabuptifs Scheme, could nevet 
have Authority to baptize others. So that all the preſent Adult 
Baptiſms, if ttaced back, muſt come originally from thoſe who 
were baptized in lnfancy; and conſequently, on their Prineiples, 


can have no Validity in them. „ 


We muſt therefore give into one of theſe three Things. 
Either iſt, That a Succeſſion of Adult Baptiſts can be traced 
from the Apoſiles: Or, 2dly, That Iafant-Haptiſm is valid, 
and agteabſe to the Iaſtitutiog of Chriſt: Or elfe, zaly, That 
there nen her is nd can be any regular Baptiſm in the Church, 


to the End of ihe World. 


The iſt can never be dong, as all muſt allow. The laſt is 
foo ſhocking and impious t6 be admitted. And therefore the 


20 mult be acknowledged; vi. That Infant-Baptiſm is valid 


and agresble to the laſtitstion of Jefus Chiitt 3 for a four 
Concluſion cannot be thought on. E 
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